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December 2008  

1524 W Main St  
Riverton, WY 82501  

 
Office: 307 -856-2334  
www.rivchristian.com  

Holy-Daze? 

Dear Church Family, 

I hope each and every one of you 

are looking forward to the holi-

days.  It is a great time of year 

that we can spend with family and 

friends and appreciate the bless-

ings that God has given us.  And 

the added bonus of being able to 

celebrate the birth of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ on Christ-

mas.   

However, the downside to the 

holidays is that they often become 

holy-daze instead of holy-days.  

The original intent of the word 

holiday was to actually be a holy-

day.  A day that we set aside to 

worship.  I would venture to say 

that today even for the most reli-

gious, the most faithful, holidays 

become kind of a daze.   

Society has all but taken Christ 

out of Christmas.  This is not a 

new phenomenon but the long 

war against God that has been 

going on since creation.  I think 

even Satan realizes that mankind 

is hardwired to worship some-

thing so the goal is not necessar-

ily getting people to worship him 

outright but do all that he can to 

push Jesus to the sidelines.   

Hence the ñdazeò.  Letôs cloud 

the issue.  Letôs change the focus.  

Letôs twist the meaning.  And 

when we get to January first how 

Holy will our December have 

been? 

With this yearôs economic mess I 

know retailers are hoping and 

some maybe even praying for the 

first time that people will dismiss 

the conventional wisdom to 

tighten their belts this Christmas 

and instead hand retailers a 

Christmas blessing of increased 

sales.   

Maybe the lights and the tinsel 

will hide the credit card bills, at 

least until January.  Maybe the 

busyness will help me hide from 

reality a little bit and I can get 

caught up in the holiday rush in-

stead of worrying about my re-

tirement.   

Or maybe the best option yet is to 

pause and remember the ultimate 

bailout.  Not a reward for bad be-

havior.  Not a hide it under the 

rug approach to economics.  Not 

a denial of reality.  No, letôs look 

reality straight in the eye these 

Holy-days of December. 

Just about 2000 years ago God 

sent His Son into the world.  A 

simple baby laid in the manager.  

Announced by angels.  Wor-

shipped by Shepherds.  Visited by 

kings.   

This baby grew 

into a man and as 

the perfect sacri-

fice took my sins 

and your upon 

Himself and 

bailed me out 

(you too!).  He 

took the penalty 

that I deserved.  

He showed grace 

and mercy where 

it was undeserved.  He cast my 

sins away as far as the east if 

from the west.  What a gift!  

What a life!  What hope!  What 

Joy!  What peace! 

Before you get back to wrapping 

the presents or baking the cookies 

or trimming the tree, things that 

we enjoy but may leave us with a 

daze on our faces come January, 

stop and consider that the days of 

December ought to be Holy-

Days.  Stop, say thanks.  Remem-

ber why we celebrate.  And 

spread some Joy. 

Have a Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Todd 
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Servant Evangelism  
Our Second Annual Live 
Drive Through Nativity is 
coming up on Dec 12 and 13 
from 6 -8PM.  Invite friends 
and family to join us in this 
celebration of Christõs birth. 
We will have six scenes 
showing the birth of Jesus.  
1)Isaiah the Prophet an-
nounces the birth.  
2)The Roman Soldier posts 
the decree for the Census.  
3) An Angel appears to Mary 
to tell her she will give birth 
to a son.  
4) The Traditional Nativity 
with Mary, Joseph, baby Je-
sus and Shepherds.  
5) The Shepherds in the 
fields are visited by an An-
gel announcing the birth of 
Christ.  

6) Wise Men begin their 
journey to visit the new born 
King.  
If you would like to help we 
would love to have you par-
ticipate.  We can still use 
people to help direct traffic.  
See Todd if interested.  
 

Annual Meeting Update  
At our annual meeting Re-
tha Reinke was chosen to 
serve as a Trustee for three 
years.  Dean, Val and Retha 
were retained in office as 
Elders and Deacon.  And we 
welcoming Rod DesEnfants 

as a new Elder and Michelle 
DesEnfants as a new Dea-
con in charge of Gift -Based 
Ministry.   
Please continue to pray for 
the Elders as they consider 
and make decisions on Par-
sonage use and Youth min-
istry for the Church.  
 

Holiday Events:  
I think the list is pretty well 
set in stone so mark your 
calendars and join in on the 
fun.   
Dec. 7ñ10AM 
The Summit Christian Col-
lege Choir will be with us for 
our morning worship.  Pro-

fessor Dave Robinson will 
give the morning message.  
If you would like to give an 
offering to Summit please 
use the black box in the 
back of the church building.  
Dec. 7 ñ1PM 
Our Praise Dinner will be at 
the church building.  We will 
take up a special mission 
offering this day.  
Dec. 12 & 13 ñ6-8PM 
Our 2nd annual Live Nativity 
will take place.  We are all 
praying for it to be a few de-
grees warmer than it was 
last year.  
Dec. 16: 7PM  

CWF Christmas Party.  
Bring an Ornament for gift 
exchange.  
Dec. 20: 6 -8PM 
Caroling Party & Chili Sup-
per.  Join us for some sing-
ing and good food.     
Dec. 24 ñ6PM 

Chr is tmas 
Eve Candle-
light Ser-
vice.  We 
hold this 
early so you 
can spend 
the rest of 
the evening 
with family.   
 
 

Still Praying:  
Our prayer meeting contin-
ues each Sunday night at 
6PM.  This is an informal 
time to simply gather and 
pray.   For great fellowship 
and a spiritual boost for the 
week join us.  
 

Outreach:  
The Outreach Committee is 
still selling wreaths and cal-
endars.  The wreaths will be 
sold through the 7th of De-
cember but the calendars 
will be available until they 
are gone.  Thanks for your 
help in getting the word out.   
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30) 1) 
7pm Spiritual 

Gifts Study @ 

DesEnfants 

2) 3) 
1:30pm Pastorôs 

Prayer Meeting 

4) 
1:30pm Ministe-

rial Association 

Meeting 

7pm Bible Study 

@ Smiths 

7pm Circle of 

Friends @ 

church building 

5) 
7am Menôs 

Prayer Breakfast 

8am Elderôs 

Mtg. 

6) 

7) 
Music: Summit 

Text: Gen 1-2 

9am S.S. 

10am Worship 

1pm Praise 

Dinner 

6pm Prayer 

8) 
7pm Spiritual 

Gifts Study @ 

DesEnfants 

9) 
1pm Homestead 

Service 

10) 
1:30pm Pastorôs 

Prayer Meeting 

11) 
7pm Bible Study 

@ Smiths 

7pm Circle of 

Friends @ 

church building 

12) 
7am Menôs 

Prayer Breakfast 

6-8pm Live  

Nativity 

 

13) 
6-8pm Live  

Nativity 

14) 
Music: B 

Text: Gen 3-5 

9am S.S. 

10am Worship 

6pm Prayer 

15) 
7pm Spiritual 

Gifts Study @ 

DesEnfants 

16) 
7pm CWF 

Christmas Party 

 

 

17) 
1:30pm Pastorôs 

Prayer Meeting 

18) 
7pm Bible Study 

@ Smiths 

7pm Circle of 

Friends @ 

church building 

19) 
7am Menôs 

Prayer Breakfast 

8am Elderôs 

Mtg. 

20) 
6pm Caroling & 

Chili Supper 

21) 
Music: C 

Text: Gen 6:1-

11:26 

9am S.S. 

10am Worship 

Board Mtg 

6pm Prayer 

22) 
7pm Spiritual 

Gifts Study @ 

DesEnfants 

23) 
1pm Homestead 

Service 

24) 
1:30pm Pastorôs 

Prayer Meeting 

6pm Candlelight 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

25) 
No Bible Studies 

26) 
No Menôs Prayer 

Breakfast!  Enjoy 

the Holiday 

 

27) 

28) 
Music: A 

Text: Gen 

11:27-14:24 

9am S.S. 

10am Worship 

No Fellowship 

Dinner 

6pm Prayer 

29) 
7pm Spiritual 

Gifts Study @ 

DesEnfants 

30) 

 
 

31) 
1:30pm Pastorôs 

Prayer Meeting 

1) 
No Bible Studies 

2) 
No Menôs Prayer 

Breakfast!  Enjoy 

the Holiday 

3) 

4) 
Music: B 

Text: Gen 15:1-

18:15 

9am S.S. 

10am Worship 

6pm Prayer 

5) 
7pm Spiritual 

Gifts Study @ 

DesEnfants 

     Birthdays:  

2 ð Michael Tank 

8 ð Melissa Smith 

10 ð Retha Reinke 

10 ð Nancy Mauch 

13 ð David Holbert 

14 ð Darla Sebring 

15 ð Kristina Tank  

20 ð Carol Stelzner 

21 ð Natalie Pilon 

23 ð Shawn Huddleston 

27 ð Dillon Hahn  

Anniversaries: 

18 ð Ron & Rita Schmidt 

Sunday Monday   Tuesday    Wednesday      Thursday            Friday  Saturday 
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Pastor: Todd Smith  H:857-7561 M:  840-1630 

Elder: Dean VonKrosigk H: 856-3125 

Elder: Val Reinke H: 856-6990 

Elder: Rod DesEnfantes H:  856-6233 

Address Correction Requested 

 

 

Date 
 

Meditations 

 

Prayer 
 

Nursery 
 

Childrenôs Church 

 

Music 

12/7 Barney Himes Michelle DesEnfants Autumn Vick Michelle DesEnfants Summit CC 

12/14 Rod DesEnfants Rod DesEnfants Charlene VonKrosigk Melissa Smith B 

12/21 Randy Stelzner Retha Reinke Lori Santee Carol Stelzner C 

12/28 Shawn Huddleston Dean VonKrosigk ????? ??????? A 

1/4 Dean VonKrosigk Michelle DesEnfantes Autumn Vick Michelle DesEnfantes B 

We need more volunteers for Nursery and Childrenôs Church.  If youôd like to help see Todd 

 

Menôs Prayer Breakfast Chefs: 

Date Chef Date Chef Date Chef 

12/5 Dean 12/12 Todd 12/19 Rod 

12/26 No Breakfast 1/2 No Breakfast 1/9 Thomas 

If you would like to do meditations, prayer, CC, Nursery or breakfast, please see Todd. 
 


