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All  right it’s
time forl
confession, how
many of you are
keeping up with

i read-
ing? 1 know many J
of us took on

your Bible
Richard’s challenge at the

beginning of the year to read
through the Bible in 2009, but
now that we are entering the 8th
month I worry that many have
abandoned that goal.

Our family started getting
behind in May. It seems that
lawn mowing waits for no man
and summer has that way of
racing by whether you are a child
enjoying the summer break from
school or an adult. It always
seems like there are more things
to do than hours in the day.

The good news is there are
still five months left of the year to
get through the Bible. The good
news is that you can still get the
entire Bible read by December
31st. And even if you don’t think
that 1is achievable, 1isn’t
attempting it and reading more of
Scripture than you would have a
good thing?

In our Wednesday night study
we have been watching, “That
The World May Know” with
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Bible Teacher Ray Vander Laan.
In a recent video he spoke of how
much we take God’s Word for
granted. People used to travel

great distances and wait for
months just to hear one word
from their god(s). And today we
have all of God’s Word and we
don’t take the time to read it let
alone memorize it and study it.

I guess we figure it is always
at our disposal. We can look
something up if we need to.
We’ll get to it later. After all
once winter gets here we’ll need
something to read.

In Jesus’ day followers of the
Rabbi wanted to be so much like
him that they spent all the time

they could with him.  They
memorized his words.  They
watched his actions. They

wanted to be so like him that they
were consumed by it.

That kind of dedication is
missing in 21st Century
Christianity. Do we really want
to be like Jesus so much that we
will do everything in our power to
be like Him? Will we commit to
spending time in His Word? Will
we commit portions of Scripture
to memory?

Ray Vander Laan issued a
great challenge for those who
want to be like Christ. He said
read a Gospel every month for the
next three years. Then see how
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much your knowledge and
appreciation for Jesus grows.

August would be a great time
to recommit to our Savior and
Lord Jesus Christ. Reading a
Gospel month means less and one
chapter of additional reading a
day. Matthew is the longest with
28 chapters. That is 10 minutes a
day.

So in addition to the challenge
from Richard, that our family
needs to do some catching up on,
I want to issue you the three year,
“I want to be more like Jesus”
challenge. Take that extra 5 or 10
minutes and read the Gospels.
The Good News. By Dec. Ist
you can be through Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John and back
into Matthew again.

I can’t think of how to better
spend our time than in God’s
Word, growing and learning and
becoming more Christ-
like.

May
{eowﬂ 'God bless
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o bezdme Feart ,mou“ me you this
1“”’““3\ dftn‘w\ e S0 August as
T . you feast
on His
Word.
On the Journey Together,

Pactor Todd



When Ball

Becomes Baal
By Jim Elliff
It's rare to see kids playing
sports in the neighborhood
anymore. We're now organized
and "professionalized"d
including uniforms, state-of-the-
art facilities, endless trips to the

field, competitive coaches,
equally competitive parents,
and the after-season

tournaments designed to give
parents "bleacher bottom." In
addition, you've got to pay to
playd and when you've paid that
much, you'll be sure to play.

It is also fun, and it can be in-
structive. 1 love to watch my
kids play sports. In fact, they
need to playd some. But, it's
not so easy as handing over
seventy bucks and saying, "Sign
up Johnny and Susie this year."
Making that decision means that
you may be out four to five
times each week during the
season. Soon sports becomes all
about calendarization and
control of your lifed especially if
you have more than one kid.
Perhaps nothing outside of a
change in your job has so much
potential to turn the family
schedule upside down.

"This man understands,” you
say.

Now comes the part you won't
like: "Behold, | say unto you,
you have made sports the
household god." Too strong?
OK, not all of you. But the
deification of sports is
happening to many.

How does ball become Baal?
Answer: When it controls you,
and you give it devoted
worship. It is around your god
that you order your lifed and
you can almost never say "no"
to it.

Like "athlete's foot" on the
hygienically-challenged
teenager, sports has taken over
more and more of the life of
believers. Almost overnight we
have awakened to the sad fact

that, in many communities,
sports has even usurped the
hours believers meet on the
Lord's Day. All too often
members are saying to church
leaders, "We'll be gone next
Sunday because of the soccer
tournament.” In turn, leaders
are supposed to acquiesce
humbly. After all, we can't
afford to appear "legalistic;"
everyone knows that the
greatest crime a church can
commit is to demand something
of someone.

You'll hear, "But the team needs
all the players. We can't let the
team down." It never occurs to
them that the church Body is
being deprived of a necessary
body part, or that God is
marginalized and disobeyed. We
are not to forsake the
assembling of ourselves
together, states God in Hebrews
10:25.

Devotion is the operative word.
When the team says, "We need
you," we sacrifice to do it. But
when it crosses the time allotted
to spiritual edification and
worship, the Ruler of the
universe is often sent to the
bench. In the process, we teach
our children that devotion to
sports is more important than
both devotion to God and
loyalty to our spiritual family.
Have you considered that you
may be teaching your Kkids to
worship sports ?

Here are some ways to put
sports in the proper place:
First, decide beforehand that
there will be no contest between
the church's essential activities
designed for your family's
spiritual growth and what the
team plans for your lives. If you
will talk this over ahead of time
with your child and then the
coach, there will be no
confusion. Through the years
I've found that many coaches
respect that decision. But, it
must be a prior decision, not
one made on a case by case
basis. When sports conflicts

with Sunday worship or youth

camp or a special spiritual
activity, the decision has
already been made.

Secondly, determine that your
children cannot play every
sport. There is a sanctity to the

home life that must be
protected. You need quiet
evenings at home. You need

meals together. Just let your
children know that you are
excited about sports, but there
are limits. You then determine
what those limits are. For us,
we attempt to have only one
sport per year for each child.
Finally, think about some
creative choices. One of my
sons played basketball, but the
season was interminably long. |
was also traveling. So, | would
be gone speaking over the
weekend, then, when | was
home, | was out two or more
nights sitting on the sidelines
watching my son practice. It
was not really "time together.”
This wasn't going to work.
The solution came to me after
prayer. | asked him if he would
be willing to learn golf in the
place of basketball. We could
play together, along with his
brother, and we could do it
whenever we wanted. We could
enjoy this for the rest of our
lives. I've paid some extra
money, but I've bought back
some time with my sons and
some good exercise for me also.
It's a bargain.
God Himself uses sports
language in the New Testament.
He's not against it, unless it
steals the devotion belonging to
Him. All other gods have to go!
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Outreach:

We gave out over 100 keychains at the Car &
Bike Rally on July 17th, however we could
have used 500 or 1000 to give out. Next year
wedl |l have to get a f ey
Our next Outreach is September 10th at the
college for the Convocation Day. If anyone is
interested in Outreach contact Todd.

Bible Bee :

We need volunteers for the Bible Bee. If you

would like to help with judging, or set-up and

tear down, or in any other way on September
v 12th we can use you. Please contact Todd if

interested. Encourage our Bible Bee kids as

we get closer and closer to the deadline.

1)

2) 3) 4) S) 6) |7 8)
Music: B 7pm Men’s LTG | Noon: Pastor’s E 8am Elder’s
Text: Hosea 4- 7pm Bible Bee | Prayer Meeting Mtg. @
10 Mtg. 6pm: Dinner & Sundowner
9am S.S. Church Family 7pm Prophecy
10am Worship Night. Class @ Smiths,
6pm Prayer *Missionaries Al 118 E Sunset Dr

& Velma Corson

will be here.
music: ¢ | 10) 11) 12) 13) 14) 15) o
Text: Hosea 11 2pm Homestead | Noon: Pastor’s 7pm Prophecy E
-14 Service Prayer Meeting Class @ Smiths,
9am S.S. 7pm CWF 7pm: Church 118 E Sunset Dr
10am Worship Meeting: Family Night
Daniel Stelzner 7pm Men’s LTG
Preaching
6pm Prayer
16)Music: A | 17) 18) 19) é 20) 21) 22)
Text: Micah 1- - 8am Elder’s
2 7pm Bible Bee | Noon: Pastor’s Mtg. @
9am S.S. Mtg Prayer Meeting Sundowner
10am Worship 7pm Men’s LTG | 7pm: Church 7pm Prophecy
Board Mtg after Family Night Class @ Smiths,
service t‘ 118 E Sunset Dr
6pm PrayerE
23) 24) 25) 26) 27) 28) 29)
Music: B 2pm Homestead |Noon: Pastor’s
Text: Micah 3- Service Prayer Meeting 7pm Prophecy
5 7pm Men’s LTG | 7pm: Church Class @ Smiths,
9am S.S. Family Night 118 E Sunset Dr
10am Worship
Fellowship
Dinner after
service
6pm Prayer
30) . A Debt Free Church: Birthdays: | | Anniversaries:
Musie:C m:resrt\;zet;gghelf;; . those |65 Rita Schmidt E=|185 Todd & Melissa
Text: Micah 6,7 i
oamss. | families become debt free 150 John DesEnfants Smith
10am Worship | Will not be until September. 16 0 Cole Ande.rson 28  Shawn & Deb
6pm Unity We will have a short meeting || 19 0 Ron Schmidt Huddleston
Service & Faith | right after the service on
Fellowship Sept. 13th.

|




Date Meditations Prayer Nursery Children’s Church ~ Music

8/2 Randy Stelzner Dean VonKrosigk Autumn Vick Teri & Thom Smith B
8/9 Shawn Huddleston | Michelle DesEnfants Charlene VonKrosigk |Melissa Smith C
8/16 Dean VonKrosigk |Rod DesEnfants Wanda Minard Carol Stelzner A
8/23 Thomas Smith Retha Reinke Carol Stelzner Deb Young B
8/30 Barney Himes Dean VonKrosigk 7?77 Melissa Smith C

If you would like to do meditations, prayer, CC, or Nursery please see Todd.
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