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Are you a H.O.G.?
Dear Church Family,

into our
series on money. & o, I/
The ABC’S of Fi- @%{%5{@
nancial Freedom.

I haven’t gotten through all six
weeks yet so I haven’t scared
everyone off yet.

I think it is sad how Satan
loves to paralyze the church and
keep us from talking to each other
about things really matter.

Barry Cameron writes in the
ABC’s, “The devil battles people
more over baptism and tithing
than anything else I know. Did
you know that? You want to
know why? Because those are
starting points in our walk of
obedience with Christ.”

If the devil can get us to
compromise on our commitment
to Christ in any way, he views
that as a victory. We need to be
resolved to not let him have that
victory.

I believe that giving ought to
be one of the highlights of our
service on Sunday morning. It is
the time where we can really say
“thank you” to God in a tangible
way for all that He has provided.
And the opportunities to give
extra are a blessing as we get to
support missions in Riverton and
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around the world.

When Paul wrote in Phil. 4:4,
“Rejoice in the Lord always..”, he
meant in our giving as well. It
ought to make you feel good to
give. If you feel it is difficult or a
pain or a struggle to give to God.
First, you need to remember who
owns it all anyway. If you think
it is your money then it will hurt
to give it away. Second, I believe
the more we are able to give the
more joy we have. So if it hurts
you probably aren’t giving
enough. Increase your giving and
see if joy doesn’t follow.

Or maybe you are just a

H.O.G. In Barry’s book,
“Contagious Christianity” he
writes, “Someone wrote the

following: “It’s a common saying
that a hog is good for nothing
while he is alive. He can’t be
ridden like a horse; can’t be used
to draw a plow like an ox; doesn’t
provide clothing like sheep, nor
milk like a cow; he won’t guard
the house like a dog. He’s good
only for the slaughter. So a self-
centered rich man, just like the
hog, does no good with is riches
while he’s alive. But when he is
dead his riches can be used to
benefit others.” “Most Christians
would never admit to being hogs
with the Lord’s money. But
every survey conducted on the
giving practices of evangelical
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church members in America tells
us there are a lot of folks “pigging
out” when it comes to
stewardship. Here’s a good way
to look at it. Take the letters
H.O.G. S. Hogs are individuals
who are Holding Onto God’s
Stuff. In other words, when we
hoard or hog anything since we
aren’t the owner of anything on
this earth, we are holding on to
something that clearly belongs to
God.”

Bob Marette in his seminar
often asks people how many of
you would like to give away 90%
of your income and just live on
10%. Many hands go up. Boy if
we had the income wouldn’t it be
great to give 90% and keep 10%?
Then he asks the second question,
how many of you are working
toward that goal? The hands go
down.

Tithing, giving 10% of our
income to God should be the floor
of our giving not the ceiling.
May we periodically look at our
giving habits and say, Lord help
me give more back to you. We
are the richest people on the
planet I just hope we aren’t hogs.
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On the Journey
Together,
Pastor Todd



Spiritual Gifts Class:
This class was postponed
but will be starting soon.
Please watch the bulletin
for updates on day and
time.

Camp & Men’s Retreat:
Camp & Men’s retreat
registration forms are avail-
able in the back of the
church building. Pick one
up this Sunday.

Biblical Prophecy Class:
Beginning the

EASICTRANDE  |ast Friday night
i

in May @ 7PM at
the Smiths, 118
E. Sunset. Want
to avoid all the
hype about “end
times” and get
into the heart of what the
Bible really says? Ever
thought Revelation was too
hard to under-
stand? This class is for you.
RSVP to Todd so we know
how much material to make
available.

Bible Bee Registration
Extended:

There is still time to regis-
ter. The deadline is now
May 15th! The contest is
open to all kids ages 7-18.
See www.biblebee.org and
talk to Todd or Melissa to
sign up. The local contest is
Sept. 12.

Unity Services:

Our next unity service will
be May 31st @ 6PM @ CCR.
Plan on bringing some
snacks to share for
fellowship afterwards and
look forward to the worship

and time with fellow

Christians.

Multi Church Picnic:

May 17th @ 2PM in Ther-
mopolis we will have a pic-
nic with Christians from
churches in Lander, and
Thermopolis. The Ther-
mopolis church is providing
meat we are asked to bring
buns and something to
share. Also bring your own
place settings.

Mother’s Day Tea:

The CWF meeting on May
12th will be a Mother’s Day
Tea. Ladies invite guest’s
to join you that evening.

The ABC’s of Financial

Freedom:
Our new sermon series is
underway. Here is part of
an article by Shawn
McMullen that first
appeared in The  Lookout
on Mar. 8, 2009. It is titled,
“The Ascent to Financial
Freedom?” If you would like
a copy of the entire article
see Todd.
How can we reach the sum-
mit of financial freedom?
Here are a few suggestions.
View money as a tool for
ministry. Jesus said to His
followers, “Sell your
possessions and give to the
poor. Provide purses for
yourselves that will not
wear out, a treasure in
heaven that will not be
exhausted, where no thief
comes near and no moth
destroys. For where your
treasure is, there your heart
will be also” (Luke 12:33,
34)

Jesus taught that heav-
enly treasure is the only
lasting kind. And that when
God  blesses us with
material things, we should
“use worldly wealth to gain
friends for (ourselves), so
that when it is gone, (we)
will be welcomed into
eternal dwellings.” (Luke
16:9). Invest your
resources in things that
matter eternally — the local
church, missions, and
benevolence, for examples.

Use money as a means of
worship. The writer of
Proverbs said, “Honor the
Lord with your wealth, with
the firstfruits of all your
crops.” (Proverbs 3:9).
When the Israelites gave
God the first and best of
their produce, they were
demonstrating trust that
God would provide for them
throughout the harvest.
This act of trust was also an
act of worship, just as
giving demonstrates trust
and expresses worship for

Christians today.

Give money and expect
God’s blessings. Paul
spoke highly of the
Macedonian churches
noting how, “Out of the
most severe trial, their

overflowing joy and their
extreme poverty welled up
in rich generosity.” (2
Corinthians 8:2). When we
give generously,
unencumbered with debt
and free from the love of
money, our relationships
will be marked by joy and
generosity. ............



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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8am Elder’s

Mtg. @ Sun-

downer
3) 4) 5) 6) 7) 8) L9
Music: A 7pm Men’s LTG | Noon: Pastor’s 10:30am Minis- E 8am-2pm Bible
Text: 2 Thess Prayer Meeting | terial Association Bee Book Sale at
2:1-12 6pm: Dinner & | Meeting @ St. Annex and Yard
9am S.S. Church Family  |John’s Lutheran Sale at 3815 Tam
10am Worship Night -O-Shanter Drive
6pm Prayer
10)M§tﬂé‘}’s”ﬁ3ﬁ 11) 12) 13) 14) 15) 16)
Music: B 2pm Homestead | Noon: Pastor’s 8am Elder’s
Text: 2 Thess Service Prayer Meeting Mtg @ Sun-
2:13-3:5 7pm CWF Meet- | 7pm: Church downer
9am S.S. ing: Mother’s Family Night
10am Worship Day Tea
6pm Prayer 7pm Men’s LTG

Todd out of town at
HOW Convention
17) 18) 19) 20) 21) 22) L 123) U
Music: C 7pm Men’s LTG | Noon: Pastor’s E =
Text: 2 Thess 7pm Bible Bee | Prayer Meeting 7pmBaccalaure-
3:6-18 Mtg 7pm: Church ate Service @
9am S.S. Family Night First Baptist
10am Worship
Board Mtg
2pm Picnic in
Thermopolis
24) 25) 26) 27) 28) . |29) 30)
Music: A 2pm Homestead | Noon: Pastor’s E
Text: Jude 1-10 Service Prayer Meeting 7pm Prophecy
9am S.S. 7pm Men’s LTG | 7pm: Church Class @ Smiths,
10am Worship Family Night 118 E Sunset Dr
6pm Prayer
Todd out of the office.........cooeviieii i
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31) 1) 2) Birthdays: é Anniversaries:
Music: B 89 Liz Vick —129 8 Dean & Charlene
Text: Jude 11- 22 0 Karen Smith VonKrosigk
SZm o 238 Leah Young 308 John & Kathleen
10am Worship 28 0 Ethel Godfrey Holbert
6pm Unity Ser-
vice @ CCR




Date Meditations Prayer Nursery Children’s Church ~ Music
5/3 Rod DesEnfants Retha Reinke Autumn Vick Michelle DesEnfants A
5/10 Randy Stelzner Dean VonKrosigk Charlene VonKrosigk |Melissa Smith B
5/17 Shawn Huddleston | Michelle DesEnfants Wanda Minard Carol Stelzner C
5/24 Dean VonKrosigk |Rod DesEnfants Carol Stelzner Deb Young A
5/31 Thomas Smith Retha Reinke 2722770777 Melissa Smith B

If you would like to do meditations, prayer, CC, or Nursery please see Todd.
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