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After CCR-DNA, Now What?
Dear Church Family,

Well we are one month down for the
year 2008. And we’ve spent that
month together as a body getting
back to the basics and looking at our
DNA. Thank you for the opportu-
nity to share with you a simple vi-
sion for our body. A process that we
can easily evaluate to see whether
or not we are living up to our mis-
sion statement, “We exist to make
disciples who make disciples.”

If you missed any of the weeks in
January, Isaiah has the messages in-
corporated into the website under
the heading “our DNA”. (and there
are many other changes as well)
Make sure you check it out
www.rivchristian.com. If you need
another DNA booklet just let me
know.

I asked for your help at the end of
the message last Sunday. Now you
have some tools to use to tell people
about our congregation and who we
are. And as new people come into
our midst, please encourage them to
go through this course so they know
up front who we are.

I started last month’s newsletter ar-
ticle by saying that many churches
in the United States today have an
identity crises and are struggling
because of it. I don’t think that is
the case with us. I think we are
comfortable with our identity and
with God’s help we will reach out to
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the lost of Riverton and make disci-
ples.

So what now, we are post DNA?
What is the next step? Last Sunday
I shared with you 5 goals that the
leadership of the church has set as
priorities for 2008. Would you post
those goals somewhere and pray for
them each day? (the goals are listed
elsewhere in the newsletter). Those
are not the only goals and we will
achieve other things, but they are
worthy of our attention.

“People need to be reaching lost
people for Jesus," Thom Rainer told
participants at a church growth con-
ference. "There are 160 million lost
people going to hell without Jesus
Christ, and I ask you this night to
say a prayer to God from your
heart -- 'Lord, according to your
will, allow me to come into contact
with someone that I might share
Jesus Christ."

I believe this quote from Thom
Rainer is the next step. We've re-
visited who we are and what we are
about, now we just need to get busy
doing it. We need to start with
prayer. I believe the more we pray
for the lost the more our hearts re-
flect the heart of Christ and we are
burdened with the desire to reach
the lost.

And, may another one of my favor-
ite quotes stir up passion within you
as well. This one is by Charles
Haddon Spurgeon,

“If sinners will be damned, at least
let them leap into Hell over our
bodies. And if they will perish, let
them perish with our arms about
their knees, imploring them to
stay. If Hell must be filled, at least
let it be filled in the teeth of our
exertions, and let not one go there
unanswered or unprayed for.”

Are you up to the task?

On The Journey,

Todd

Help us update our records:
We want to make sure we have cor-
rect address, birthdays, anniversa-
ries, emails, etc. for all of you so we
can stay in contact. Todd will have
a form in the bulletin next Sunday
for you so we can get things
updated. You can also choose to
receive the newsletter via email if
you'’d like rather than a printed
copy. Thanks for your help!!

Election Guide 2008:
Rightly separating Church, State
and Home.

Next Sunday, Feb. 3rd, let’s use
Scripture to cut through all the hype
and drama of politics.

Does God’s Word give us guidelines
that can help us survive election
2008?

Is God a member of any political
party? Should I vote or stay home?
Answers to these and many more
questions next Sunday during our
sermon time.
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The church
has left
the building.
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Servant Evangelism
At our January board meeting we
established a new outreach team.
For February we have two events
that you can participate in for
outreach.

One is our Valentine’s Banquet on
Feb. 10th at 4PM. This outreach is
easy. Simply invite a friend or
neighbor to join you for that night.
The second outreach we are plan-
ning is food baskets. We are
planning on putting together 10
spaghetti dinners to take around
and give away to names that you
give us.

Right now we have 7 names but
we want to do at least 10 dinners.
If you have friends or neighbors or
someone you think would benefit
from this gift of love- no strings
attached please let Paula Pilon
(851-4327) know as soon as
possible. The Outreach Team will
be putting together the food bas-
kets Sunday Feb. 3rd at 2pm. (10
worries football fans, the Super Bowl
doesn’t start until 4pm - Isaiah)

At that time we will decide on a
time to get together at least once a
month to plan outreach events.

New Study Opportunities:
Church Leadership:

We are currently offering a Sunday
School class on Biblical Eldership.
It is open to any who would like

to study the subject, and will con-
tinue on through March. The first
week in April we will be doing a
class on The New Testament
Deacon. This course will be five or
six weeks. As one of our goals is
to expand the leadership of the
church with Elders and Deacons
this year, take advantage of these
studies. The audio for the course
on Biblical Eldership will be
posted on the website as well.

Coming Soon:

Elementary-age group by Michelle
and Melissa

Middle-school Youth Group -
5th-8th grade by Isaiah.

Family Movie Night:
Meet the Robinsons
February 15th at 6pm

CWF Report

CWF was Jan 8th

Rita hosting with 14 present. Veggie
casserole, relish tray and lemon
bread were enjoyed by all.

New Years Resolutions ranged from
eating fish once a week to the Ladies “Come and Dine” and a poem enti-
Retreat, marriage, horses and many

Prayer requests went out for 13 indi-
viduals and a prayer for safe travel

for our youth trip to Winter White
Wash. Melissa prayed.

Sara, Rita and Chris reported on our
finances, the December meeting and
the Sudan Blanket Project.
Missons for the month:

$50.00 to Kulpahar and
$25.00 for "Help for Health".

Correspondence for the Women Re-
treat at Paradise Valley in Casper
and news from Pinehaven were read.
Kristine reported on the welcome
wagon for all newcomers.

Our Valentine’s Banquet will be
February 10th at the Armory at
4pm. Paula and Carol are leading
the planning for the banquet.

There will be a Business MEeting
February 17th.

Our gifts for new babies will be
blankets home-made or purchased.

Deb passed around a Thank You
card for the use of the nativity cos-
tumes.

Atlantic City was considered for the
Ladies Retreat in September.

The Jackson Ladies Retreat dates
are still pending..

Election of Officers was held:
Charleen - President.

Retha - Vice President

Rita - Secretary

Sara - Treasurer

Chris - Shiny Sunshine Lady

Meals are being brought in for Darla
as she just had surgery.

The Next CWF meeting is February
12th with Michelle hosting. We are
to make a Valentine for exchange.

Rita gave the devotion:
tled “Modern Granny.”
Respectfully submitted,

Rita Schmidt
Secretary
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Practicing the
"whatevers"

Philippians 4:8-9

8 Finally, brothers, whatever
is true, whatever is honor-
able, whatever is just, what-
ever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is commend-
able, if there is any excel-
lence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about
these things. 9 What you have
learned and received and
heard and seen in me —
practice these things, and the
God of peace will be with you.
One of the concepts we talk about
a lot at CCR is practicing the "one-
anothers" of the New Testament,
which includes loving one another,
bearing one another's burdens and
so forth. As I was thinking about
this, I came up with another con-
cept we need to be practicing... the
"whatevers"

In the Scripture above, we see Paul
telling the Philippians that if they
think on the whatevers, the peace
of God will be with them. So,
whatever is true, whatever is hon-
orable, whatever is just, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, what-
ever is commendable... think on
these things.

Do you think you can have a bad
attitude if you're thinking about
that which is lovely, pure and
true? No wonder why Paul says
we'll have the peace of God if we
do this...

Our attitude affects everything we
do... so if we have a negative atti-

tude (focusing on the false, dis-
honorable, unjust, unholy, un-
lovely...) we will not have the
peace of God. If we focus on the
good (the true, honorable, just,
etc.), we will have the peace of
God, because we recognize that
God is in control...

As you go throughout this month,
focus on what is true - You are a
child of God and He loves you, for
example, or focus on what is
commendable - the positive things
around you...

How will you practice the
"whatevers" of the New Testament
this month?

In Christ,

Isaiah

Valentine Dinner Feb 10th

You are invited to a Valentine Din-
ner at the Riverton Fairgrounds
Building on February 10th at 4pm.
This will include a special pro-
gram for kids. Please RSVP by
February 5th to Carol - 857-2929

Baby Bottle Fund Drive

Abba’s House is doing their an-
nual Baby Bottle Fund Drive. Pick
up an empty baby bottle at the
church and fill it with loose change
or a check. You have until
mother’s day to see how much
you can raise for our local crisis
pregnancy center.

Youth Group Activity

Friday February 22nd at 6pm, we
will be having a Youth Group
party at the Henni's (parsonage).
All youth from 5th-12th grade in-
vited for games, food and fun...

Classes for Crafty Christians
Love making crafts? You'll, love
this class... Every Tuesday at 10am
at Henni’s

From “Destined for the Throne”
by Paul E. Billheimer,

“A church without an intelligent,
well-organized, and systematic
prayer program is simply operat-
ing a religious treadmill.... Any
church program, no matter how
impressive, if it is not supported
by an adequate prayer program, is
little more than an ecclesiastical
treadmill. It is doing little or no
damage to Satan’s kingdom...
Does anyone imagine that souls
are delivered from Satan’s bond-
age by means of human talent, the
hypnotic power of human person-
ality, the charm of human magnet-
ism, eloquence, articulateness, or
the magic of Madison Avenue
techniques? All of these gifts God
may use, but alone they are utterly
powerless to deliver even one soul
from the captivity of sin.”

From “UnChristian: What a new
generation really thinks about
Christianity... and why it matters”
by David Kinnaman,

“Being a Christian is hard work.
Putting the needs of others above
your own, loving your neighbor,
doing good to those who would
do evil to you, exercising humility,
suffering with those less fortunate,
and doing it all with a pure heart
is nearly impossible. But it is Je-
sus’ model and call. And that is
what it will take.”
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CCR Goals for 2008:
1. Establish a Natural Church Development team.

* They would meet once a quarter
* They would help the church work on the minimum factor

* They would help the leadership set ministry direction for the next year.
2. To go from 7 Home/Small Groups to 9.

3. To expand the leadership team of the church by:

* Seeking out men who are qualified and aspire to the Eldership

* Seeking out two men or women to be Deacons over two of the quality characteristics for churches:

Need-Oriented Evangelism & Gift-Based Ministry.

* If we seek out two individuals per year we will cover all eight characteristics in four years.

4. To solidify the financial base of the church by:

* Encouraging members to greater support the ministry of the church.
* Praying for wisdom in expenses.

* Praying for God to add additional people to our congregation

5. To expand the youth ministry of the church by:

* Starting a program/study designed for elementary age students.

Have two youth groups meeting with Junior High and Senior High ages.

Do more outreach geared toward the youth of the community. i.e. Servant Evangelism ideas

* Continue to reach out to the CWC students.
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We failed to place your Anniversary in the previous calendar,
January 17 — Archie and Kristina Tank

-If you see that we have missed someone’s birthday or anni-
versary, please let Todd or Isaiah know, so that we can cor-
rect our records. Thanks!

Feb 5: Cole Merly

Feb 15: Kimee Stelzner
Feb 17: Rod DesEnfantes

Feb 23: Todd Smith

Feb 26: Dean VonKrosigk

Monday Tuesday = Wednesday Thursday Saturday
27) 28) 29) 30) 31) 1) 2)
7pm Men’s LTG | 1pm Minister’s ~7pm Youth —7am: Men’s
Prayer Meeting Group Prayer Breakfast
7pm Home 7pm Home 8am Elder’s
Group @ Smith’s | Group @ Smith’s | Meeting
7pm Circle of
Friends group
3) Music: A 4) 5) @ 6) 7) 8) 9)
Election Guide 7pm 10am Classes for | 1pm Minister’s 10:30am RMA ~am: Men'’s
20008 Life of David - Crafty Christians | Prayer Meeting meeting Prayer Breakfast
9am Sunday Home Group @ @ Henni’s 6pm Home 7pm Youth
School DesEnfantes’ 7pm Men’s LTG | Group @ Smith’s | Group
10am Worship Movie: 7pm
2pm Outreach The Mission Home Group
Team Meeting 7pm Circle of
Friends group
10) Music: B 11) 12) 13) 14) 15) | 16)
Text: Ps. 119 7pm 10am CCC @ 1pm Minister’s 7pm Youth 7am: Men’s \/
9am Sunday Home Group @ Henni’s Prayer Meeting Group Prayer Breakfast
School DesEnfantes 2pm Homestead 7pm 8am Elder’s
10am Worship Services Home Group Meeting
4pm Valentine’s 7pm Men’s LTG 7pm Circle of 6pm Family
Banquet 7pm CWF Friends group Movie Night:
Meet the
Robinson’s
17) Music: C 18) 19) 20) 21) 22) 23) g:;;
Text: 7pm 10am CCC @ 1pm Minister’s 7pm Youth —7am: Men’s =
Ps. 120-134 E\V;‘ Home Group @ Henni’s Prayer Meeting Group Prayer Breakfast
9am Sunday DesEnfantes 7pm Men’s LTG 7pm Home 6pm: Youth
School Group Group Activity
10am Worship 7pm Circle of
Business Meeting Friends group
following
ez
24) Music: A 25) 26) @ 27) 28) 29) 1)
Text: 7pm 10am CCC @ 1pm Minister’s 7pm Youth 7am: Men’s
Ps. 135-150 Home Group @ Henni’s Prayer Meeting Group Prayer Breakfast
9am Sunday DesEnfantes 2pm Homestead 7pm
School Services Home Group
10am Worship 7pm Men’s LTG =pm Circle of
Friends group
Oops! Birthdays and Anniv. in February

Feb 17: Barney and Eloise Himes’s Anniversary
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Date Meditations Prayer Nursery Children’s Church Music
2/3 |Randy Stelzner | Dean VonKrosigk | Sara Henni Melissa Smith A
2/10 | Daniel Stelzner | Chris Foley Lori Santee Michelle DesEnfants | B
2/17 | Dean VonKrosigk [ Isaiah Henni Autumn Vick Carol Stelzner C
2/24 | Archie Tank Retha Reinke Charleen VonKrosigk | Henni’s A
3/2 | Barney Himes Ryan Foley Sara Henni Melissa Smith B

If you are interested in doing meditations or leading prayer see Todd
If you would like to help with the Nursery see Chris Foley, and for Children’s Church see Isaiah
Men’s Prayer Breakfast Chefs:

Date Chef Date Chef Date Chef
2/1 Dean 2/8 Isaiah 2/15 Rod
2/22 | Todd 2/29 | Barney 3/7 Dean

Be sure to check out the website:
Updated with sermons, pictures, videos and much more...

_I.

www.rivchristian.com
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We Exist to Make Disciples Who Make Disciples

1524 W Main St.

Riverton, WY 82501

rivchristian@wyonet.net

www.rivchristian.com

307-856-2334

Minister - Todd Smith H: 857-7561 M: 840-1630

Youth Minister - Isaiah Henni H: 857-7563 M: 851-9956
Elder, Dean VonKrosigk H: 856-3125

Elder, Val Reinke H: 856-6990
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