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Dear Church Family,
There are times in the Christian life 
where you have to sprint rather than 
pace yourself to run the marathon.  
For the most part I think the Christian 
life should be viewed as a marathon 
rather than a sprint.  When you are 
sprinting you can’t run that hard for 
very long.  If you do you may find 
yourself burnt out and wanting to get 
out of the race altogether.  December 
proved to be a sprint for us as there 
were many activities going on and we 
worked toward getting the message 
of the birth of Christ out to the com-
munity.  Now we can breathe deeply 
and get back to a more sensible and 
regular pace to life as we jump into 
2008.

CCR DNA

We’ve been sharing little bits and 
pieces of CCR-DNA in our church 
services leading up to January and I 
want to share a little bit more here.  
CCR-DNA is the four part sermon 
series I will be speaking on in Janu-
ary.  It is our “new” newcomers class 
broken down into four parts.  Some of 
you may have gone through our new-
comers class in the past, this is a revi-
sion meant to get us all on the same 
page and moving in the same direc-
tion.  Just as DNA in the human body 
carries the instructions or blueprint 

for making all the structures and ma-
terials the body needs to function, this 
series is designed to show you the 
blueprint for the Christian Church of 
Riverton.
This is a great time for you to invite 
people to come check out the church.  
This will give them a picture of who 
we are.  I want to encourage you to 
make sure you attend all four Sun-
days and encourage others too as 
well.  With so many churches today 
having an identity crisis in America 
we want to make sure that doesn’t 
happen to us.  We want to make sure 
we are a unified team moving in the 
same direction as we go into 2008.  
Just to give you a sneak peak I will be 
sharing about what it means to have a 
relationship with Jesus Christ; Why I 
believe Church Membership is impor-
tant; The difference between “essen-
tial” and “non-essential” doctrine; 
What unifies us as a team; What to 
look for in a Church home; Why you 
should be in a Home-Group or Mid-
week Bible Study; What’s the Big 
Idea?; Loving others into the king-
dom; Loving the family of God; The 
Principles of Natural Church Devel-
opment; The Weakest Link; Our 
Church Structure; 2008 priorities; and 
more….
I hope something on that list caught 
you attention and made you think 
that you need to hear more about that 
topic.  I am excited to share this with 
the Church body and also to listen to 

your hopes and dreams for 2008.  I 
ask that you pray for Isaiah and our 
Elders and I as we look forward to 
serving this body in 2008.  We are 
praying for wisdom to set goals and 
that God would continue to guide 
and direct this church for His glory.  
As I believe that God speaks to all of 
us through His Word and our times of 
prayer, I would love to hear what 
God has laid on your heart concern-
ing our congregation for 2008.  If you 
have anything God has laid on your 
heart take a moment and give me a 
call: 840-1630 or jot a note down in an 
email:   justdust@tcinc.net .    
I hope to hear from you soon!  May 
God bless you as we start 2008 to-
gether, united in Christ.  

On The Journey,
Todd
------------------------------------------------------

Movie Night
We will not be having a regular movie 
night outreach at the Church building 
in January.! However, Veggie Tales, 
“The Pirates Who Don’t Do Any-
thing” Movie is coming to Theatres 
Jan. 11th. !Great message for kids and 
families and by our support of good 
family movies we show “Hollywood” 
that these are the types of movies 
they ought to be making.! If you’d 
like to go as a group to see the movie 
let Todd know and we’ll coordinate 
times.!
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Servant Evangelism
We don’t have a specific outreach 

scheduled for January, but I’d like 

you to look ahead with me to 

Easter.! Easter comes early this 

year: March 23rd.! Let’s take the 

message of Christ’s Death, Burial 

and Resurrection to the 

community.! We can get “Buried 

with Christ” Plantable seed 

Crosses for 74 cents each if we or-

der 4 dozen at a time, or $35.64 for 

48 crosses. !They come with a 

bookmark with Rom. 6:4 on it and 

instructions on how to plant it.! We 

can bundle these with connection 

cards from the Church and take a 

couple Saturdays in early March to 

take them out door to door.! If you 

want to donate toward this out-

reach for Easter see Todd.! We will 

order the first week in February so 

they have plenty of time to get 

here. !Imagine us going out and 

giving the message of Easter to a 

couple of hundred homes this 

year. 

Volunteer Appreciation 

Banquet:! 
The Smiths and Hennis will be 

hosting the 2nd annual Volunteer 

Appreciation Banquet on Saturday 

January 26th at 6:30PM.  We want 

to say thank you to the many, 

many volunteers who give of their 

time, talent and treasure in order 

to keep our church going.! Instead 

of the 80/20 rule where in typical 

churches 20% of the people do 

80% of the work we just about 

have it the opposite where 80% of 

the people of our congregation are 

involved in different aspects of our 

ministry.! Don’t bring anything but 

yourselves and let us say “thanks” 

to you.

New Study Opportunities:!
The Circle of Friends Small 

Group will begin a study of the 

book of Acts on Thursday, Jan 3rd.

Rod and Michelle DesEnfantes 

will be hosting a Home Group on 

the Life of David, Day and Time 

to be announced.

Todd will be offering a 2nd Adult 

Sunday School Class on Biblical 

Eldership beginning January 6th.!

Elementary-age group by Michelle 

and Melissa Coming soon.!

Eldership beginning January 6th.!

Live Nativity 2007

On December 14th and 15th, many 

Church members braved the cold 

to put on a live nativity for the 

community.  It was a great success, 

and we are already planning one 

for next year.  Check out the pic-

tures and a video on the website

A Fresh Start... 
As the new year has begun, I had a 

few things on my mind.  Have you 

ever felt like you’ve blinked and a 

day is gone?  I feel like that for the 

whole of 2007.  We have had a full 

year... and now we start a new 

one.  Its easy to remember one’s 

mistakes... and we’ve all made 

plenty, myself included.  I’m re-

minded of a poem, by an anony-

mous elementary school teacher:

He came to my desk with a    quiver!
ing lip,
the lesson was done.
"Have you a new sheet for me, dear 
teacher?
I've spoiled this one."
I took his sheet, 
all soiled and blotted;
and gave him a new one 
all unspotted.
And into his tired heart I cried,
"Do better now, my child."
 

I went to the throne 
with a trembling heart;
The year was done.
Have you a new year for me,         
Father;  I have spoiled this one.
He took my year, 
all soiled and blotted;
And gave me a new one, 
all unspotted
And into my tired heart 
He smiled,
“Do better now, my child.”

We have a new year ahead, a clean 

slate in Christ... What will you do 

with it?

2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation;  

the old has gone,                     

the new has come!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30) 31) 1) 2)
1pm Minister’s 
Prayer Meeting
7pm Men’s LTG
7pm Home 
Group @ Smith’s

3)
7pm Youth 
Group
7pm Home 
Group @ Smith’s
7pm Circle of 
Friends group

4)
7am: Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast
8am Elder’s 
Meeting

5)

6)  Music: B

CCR DNA Part 1
9am Sunday 
School
10am Worship

7) 8)
2pm Homestead 
Services
7pm CWF

9)
1pm Minister’s 
Prayer Meeting
7pm Men’s LTG
7pm Home 
Group @ Smith’s

10)
7pm Youth 
Group
7pm 
Home Group
7pm Circle of 
Friends group

11)
7am: Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast

Winter White 
Wash begins

12)

13)  Music: A

CCR DNA Part 2
9am Sunday 
School
10am Worship
6pm Unity   
Service at Neigh-
borhood Alliance

WWW ends

14) 15) 16)
1pm Minister’s 
Prayer Meeting
7pm Men’s LTG
7pm Home 
Group @ Smith’s

17)
7pm Youth 
Group
7pm 
Home Group
7pm Circle of 
Friends group

18)
7am: Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast
8am Elder’s 
Meeting

19)

20)  Music: B

Text:            
Psalm 22-30
9am Sunday 
School
10am Worship
Carry-in Lunch 
following then 
Business Meet.

21) 22)
2pm Homestead 
Services

23)
1pm Minister’s 
Prayer Meeting
7pm Men’s LTG
7pm Home 
Group @ Smith’s

24)
7pm Youth 
Group
7pm Home 
Group
7pm Circle of 
Friends group

25)
7am: Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast

26)
6pm Volunteer 
Appreciation 
Banquet

27)  Music: C

Text:            
Psalm 31-41
9am Sunday 
School
10am Worship

28) 29) 30)
1pm Minister’s 
Prayer Meeting
7pm Men’s LTG
7pm Home 
Group @ Smith’s

31)
7pm Youth 
Group
7pm 
Home Group
7pm Circle of 
Friends group

1)
7am: Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast

2)

30)  Music: A

Text:            
Psalm 42-57
9am Sunday 
School
10am Worship

31)
6pm New Year’s 
Eve Party at the 
Stelzner’s ! 
Please see 
Randy or Carol 
for  directions

1)

Happy 

New Year!

2) 3) 4) 5)
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Birthdays in January
Jan 12: Archie Tank
Jan 13: Brian Borst
Jan 16: Marty Mason, Lucille Maxon, 
and Tonna Smith
Jan 18: Kenna Borst
Jan 28: Ryan Foley
Jan 30:  John Holbert

Oops!
With humble apologies to those listed below... we failed 

to place your Birthdays in the previous calendar, 
please forgive us...

Dec. 2 – Michael Tank                          Dec 14 – Darla Sebring
Dec 15 – Kristina Tank                         Dec 20 – Carol Stelzner
Dec 23 – Shawn Huddleston



If you are interested in doing meditations or leading prayer see Todd
If you would like to help with the Nursery see Chris Foley, and for Children’s Church see Isaiah

MenÕs Prayer Breakfast Chefs:

New Pictures/Videos on the website:
Be sure to check out the videos of baptisms, the Live Nativity and the new pictures on our website.

1524 W Main St.

Riverton, WY 82501

rivchristian@wyonet.net

www.rivchristian.com

307-856-2334

Minister - Todd Smith H: 857-7561 M: 840-1630

Youth Minister - Isaiah Henni H: 857-7563 M: 851-9956

Elder, Dean VonKrosigk H: 856-3125

Elder, Val Reinke H: 856-6990
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! Todd’s Thoughts !

Love in Action
Dear Church Family,

Our fall quarter takes us to the book 
of Mark and our theme is: Love In 

Action.  We are going to take that 
theme to heart this fall as we seek to 
step up our efforts to reach the lost in 
Riverton.  In our Natural Church   
Development survey we took this 
spring, Gift-Based Ministry was our 
low point of the eight quality charac-
teristics of healthy churches.  That 
means we, as a congregation, have 
some work to do in getting our  
members plugged into ministries that 
match their gifts.

Isaiah mentioned on Sunday August 
26th that if you have ideas for minis-
try come to us or the Elders and we 
will try and get some things started or 
help you get started in a ministry to 
reach others.  We want to empower 
each one to serve.

One of the areas that I feel passionate 
about is Servant Evangelism.  Servant 
Evangelism is going outside the walls 
of the church and ministering to 
needs of the community in practical 
ways.  About a year and a half ago we 
did a battery give-away during day-
light savings time.  When it comes to 
Servant Evangelism you don’t have to 
be a Bible scholar or have all the     
answers, basically if you love people 
and like to help them out in practical 

ways you can be a part.  The motto of 
SE is, “Small acts of kindness can 
change the world.”  I would like us to 
consider how “Small acts of kindness 
can change Riverton.”  

We are planning two projects for   
September: 

1) A booth at CWC.  

September 11th is Convocation at 
Central Wyoming College here in 
Riverton at 10AM.  At noon we will 
have a booth with cookies, pop, and a 
drawing for CCR t-shirts.  Isaiah and I 
plan on being there to visit with the 
college students, but if you’d like to 
help, please let us know and you can 
join us.  We would like to ask the la-
dies to bake cookies for us to give out 
and for the congregation to donate 
cases of Pepsi or Diet-pepsi for us to 
give out as well.  Any left over pop 
will be used for our second outreach, 
an evening pop give-away.  

2) Family Movie Night.  

Another area that Melissa and I are 
passionate about is Drama.  I love a 
good play or a good movie.  Acting 
that challenges my faith and draws 
me closer to God inspires me.  We are 
going to start Family Movie Night in 
September on the 14th @ 7PM.  This 
month’s movie is: Facing The Giants.  
It was produced by a church and has 
an incredible message.  So come enjoy 
a great movie, great fellowship and 
some popcorn.  Maybe we could    

discuss how the message challenges 
our faith afterwards.

There are hundreds of ideas for SE 
projects.  You can see some at 
www.servantevangelism.com and see 
a better idea of what we are trying to 
do.  Or if you have any ideas, please 
let us know.  

On the Journey,

Todd

check out servantevangelism.com

September 14th at 7pm -                  

Family Movie Night:                     

Facing the Giants
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We Exist to Make Disciples Who Make Disciples

Date Meditations Prayer Nursery Children’s Church Music 

1/6 Barney Himes Dean VonKrosigk Sara Henni Michelle DesEnfants B

1/13 Rod DesEnfants Chris Foley Lori Santee Melissa Smith A

1/20 Marty Mason Tim Foley Autumn Vick Carol Stelzner B

1/27 Tim Foley Retha Reinke Charleen VonKrosigk Henni’s C

2/3 Randy Stelzner Marty Mason Sara Henni Melissa Smith A

Date Chef Date Chef Date Chef

1/4 Isaiah 1/11 Rod 1/18 Todd

1/25 Barney 2/1 Dean 2/8 Isaiah
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